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NEWSLETTER No. 30

Welcome to our Spring Newsletter
I am sure you all agree it’s great to be back at bowls.
We are still not out of the woods yet so Please
everyone, let’s do the right thing and ensure we
follow the “Clubs” COVID Safe Rules. We all love
our bowls, please don’t take offence if you are
reminded to keep your distance and use the sanitiser
by any club member.
Congratulations to the winners of recent
championship events. We still have more to come so
good luck to all and enjoy your social bowls.
A huge thank you to those behind the scenes who do
an enormous job to keep our great club afloat.
As the weather warms up be sure to drink plenty of
fluids and look after your mates.
Gail Parker, Editor

Contact details:
54 Toorbul Street
Bongaree.
P O Box 1080, Bongaree 4507
Phone 07 3408 0005
Email: bongbowl@bigpond.net.au
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Sending our best wishes for a speedy recovery to all
who are not feeling well.
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Board Report
Welcome to Spring and the Post COVID Newsletter. It is extremely
pleasing to see the response from the members following our return to
the greens. From the Board, we were expecting numbers to have
diminished in player numbers and perhaps some members not returning
to the club at all, however the opposite has occurred. Welcome back everyone and thank you for
supporting our club.
During our initial return we are still required to follow our COVID-19 plan and thank you to the men
and ladies who have volunteered to undertake the Marshalling duties and assistance on bowls days
and brekkie mornings. Without the Marshals we would not be able to bowl. These are the things that
make our friendly club so special. Thanks to everyone who has been involved in any way at all.
Please adhere to our COVID Safe Plan at all times and carry out social distancing.
Our greens are looking amazing and we must congratulate Rhys our greenkeeper, he certainly has
done a wonderful job. When I talk with some of the older members, they say Bongaree is back to the
good old days with the best greens on the Island. Well done Rhys.
On the competition front, Congratulations to Brett Sellars, alias “Pegleg” on his win over Gordon
Pitts in the men’s A Grade Singles last week-end in a very close game. Brett is now hoping for a
Gold Medal in next month’s Disability Bowls. Good luck Brett from the club.
Within the next month the Board is to meet with the developers to discuss the lease negotiations and
further progress. Meanwhile, as you are all aware the RSL have discontinued providing meals and
now cater for snacks, coffee and sandwiches only. The bar trading hours were cut from 37 to 21
hours, however following a meeting with our Board, we have negotiated to have the hours altered to
a more acceptable level on a trial basis until the end of September. The hours will be reviewed and
will be subject to bowler’s support of the bar and coffee shop. Please support them when possible.
With the summer months approaching and the improved greens it would be great to see more
bowlers supporting the quieter days, Thursday and Saturday. These days are all available to men and
women.
To all our members on the sick list, we wish you a speedy recovery and return to the greens shortly.
We have two special birthdays this month, June Penberthy and Len Pennery reaching the magic
age of 90. Congratulations and Happy Birthday to you both. We wish you health, happiness and
many more years at your Bowls Club.
That’s it for now, good bowling and stay safe.

Barry France
Chairman of the Board

Men’s President Report
Well we are back at Bowls with a vengeance.
Our Games Directors have done a great job reorganising the Club
Championships considering we lost 4 months due to COVID. The greens have taken on a new look
with our professional greenkeeper Rhys on board. We are the talk of Bribie with our “Running True”
greens.
It is with sadness to report Buddha Wedd and Roger Brooks have needed to resign from their
positions due to ill health. Both have been a tremendous asset to the club with Buddha continuing to
give his own form of wit around the bar and we hope Roger will show his congenial self at some
time in the near future.
Col Valentine has resigned from his position as Assistant Games Director. His valued experience as
Director and Assistant has been greatly appreciated.
A Reshuffle of the Men’s Committee, Rod Curtis – President, Paul Spies S.V, Mick Falvey J.V, Col
Hodges steps into Assistant Games Director and Ferdi Timmerman joins the Committee.
Because of COVID, a Men’s Marshall roster system was put in place with a COVID Safe Plan
implemented to protect bowlers and ensure Attendance Contact Reporting measures are adhered to
during this time. A special “Well Done” and “thankyou” to the Volunteer Male Marshalls for
stepping up to assist your club. More volunteers are still required as Marshalls for Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Saturday afternoons. We need Marshalls under COVID Rules to continue playing
bowls.
The Bowls Shed has been cleaned out by a team of volunteers and they did a wonderful job. Thank
you fellas for stepping up to this task.
A new whiteboard has been placed outside the Selector’s Room for the Greenkeeper to advise
Selectors of the daily Rinks to be used for Rollups and Games. The greens will be undergoing
Maintenance in the near future. We have worked our best in trying to accommodate our Games and
Competitions within these “greens restrictions”. Please accept and respect that at times some
games/rinks or direction of play may not be to your liking but that is how it is. We do have
wonderful greens now and they will be even better still if the greenkeeper can continue to fix the
problems and provide the best rinks for the bowlers.
Wednesday Bowls continues its success with 96 bowlers becoming the weekly number and breaking
the record of 92 players several times. Everyone seems to enjoy this day and we are the only club on
the island playing regular weekly Fours games. The RSL is trialling a 11 AM Bar Open time each
day of bowls. If we support the Bar (being responsible) the times will remain.
Thursday Bowls numbers are expected to grow as the weather warms up and the Saturday Social
afternoons should return to good numbers as the Club Championships are finalised.
Saturday Morning Scroungers is still enjoyed by its regular players with the new bowlers having a
crack at the more experienced and often go home with prizemoney. Numbers continue to remain
around the 25 to 30.
On a personal note, thank you to the many people who have assisted me in the transition to Men’s
President. You all know who you are.
Keep Safe, Keep Fit, Keep Bowling,

Kind words from the Men’s President
Rod

Ladies President’s Report
We resumed bowls on 14th July as planned, with an exceptionally good attendance which has
continued to date and exceeded the declining figures of PRE-COVID. Everyone appears to be happy
to be back outdoors, meeting friends and playing the sport we all love.
I have been overwhelmed by the support and assistance of players and
selectors during this period of ‘return to bowls' be it marshalling, selecting, running raffles, umpiring
or 'whatever'.
The ladies Pairs Championship and Championship Fours have been finalised and we will be playing
our B Singles, Championship Triples and Novice Singles during the coming weeks.
Our greens are running beautifully thanks to Green Keeper Rhys and although' the Ladies Carnival
scheduled for 19 September has been cancelled as such, it is being replaced by a “Back to Bowls”
game of fours on that morning with very attractive prize money. Men are invited to play lead or
second. Bowlers from other clubs on the Island are welcome to put in a team.
All events programmed for the remainder of the year will be reviewed in light of the COVID-19
situation and fingers crossed, will go ahead as planned.
Meanwhile, I'm very thankful that the RSL has extended the opening hours of the Bistro (albeit on a
trial basis) and hope you will all support our combined efforts to ensure that our club remains a
friendly and welcoming venue.
My best wishes go to all members on the ' not so good' list and I task you all to keep well and safe
and continue enjoying your bowls.

Doreen Pennery
Ladies President

Ladies Games Directors Report.
Thank you to the lady bowlers who are entering the Club Championships. I
encourage you all to participate as it is a great opportunity to test your skills
in a different environment where concentration is the key to success. You
won’t all be winners but you can enjoy the experience.
Congratulations to the Ladies Club Pairs Champions, Elna Jensen and Gail
Parker who defeated Sandra Scott and Janice Mason. A great game had by all.
The Ladies Club Fours Final was played on Friday 21st pm. Congratulations to Champion Winners,
Lorraine Clark, Pat Clancy, Jen Hadley & Imelda Valentine who defeated Beryl Moor, Rose
McCormack, Pam Walker & Di Davidson.
The Ladies B Singles commenced on September 1st good luck to those who entered. Open Four’s
Back to Bowls Carnival is Saturday 19th Sept. I would love to see all rinks filled on this day to
support the Club. This is a fun day so get your teams together or put your name on the list and a team
will be organised for you.
See you on the green.

Wendy Rollason,
Games Director

As there is no Weekly Paper now on Bribie, we cannot publish weekly results for the club.
Results can be found on Bongaree Bowls site on Facebook. Every second week results will
be in the Bribie Islander (space permitting).

Publicity Office; Maureen Ferguson

Veteran’s Report
Welcome back everyone, it’s great to see we are slowly getting back to a new
normal, whatever that may be.
Our first game back was played on Monday 17th August, with 31 players, who enjoyed the winter
sunshine and a fun game of bowls. Winners for the day were Denis Poulsen, Roly Airey and Beryl
Moor, who did it tough against John Cockerill, Di Davidson and Trevor Wright.
We also welcome back June Penberthy, who has not played since last November, and I must say, she
played extremely well, also great to see Don Vellnagel and Jake McGarry back again, we hope you
will all keep improving health wise.
Whilst we did not have an afternoon tea break, everyone seemed to be quite happy and we were able
to complete the game and enjoy a drink in the Sports Bar afterwards.
We must still continue with social distancing and using the hand sanitisers which have been
provided, please do not become complacent about this, it is very important that we keep everyone
safe.
Our greens are looking magnificent, so thanks to the green keeper who is doing an amazing job.
Birthday wishes to all those who celebrated their birthday recently, and to those on the sick list,
please get well soon.
Dates for your Diary: Monday September 14th followed by October 12th.
Good bowling to all and please keep safe.

Doreen O’Halloran
Publicity Officer

Coaching Co-ordinator’s Report
Coaching of new bowlers has been slow because of the U3A shutdown
for this year due to COVID.
Advertising has been undertaken in the U3A newsletter to encourage new
players to attend our club for coaching of bowls. If successful, all our
coaches will be needed to tackle the expected numbers to take them through the normal 6-week
coaching sessions that we give to bring them into the club.
We have had several new players attend and coached, plus several experienced bowlers joining the
club having moved to our beautiful Island. We extend a warm welcome to all.
A Come and Try day is being run on Sunday afternoon 11th Oct and flyers will be out to the general
public shortly to get them to come and try bowls. This will be a Barefoot Event.
Due to its popularity the Skills Training is recommencing on Thursdays at 10am to 11am. If you
haven’t been to one of these Drills days, come along for the challenge. Flap Jacks and Flap Bowls
are used in a variety of Bowls situations that are all common to the game. Test your skill level.
A 48-bowl consistency test can be conducted to hone your focus and concentration. Contact me or
your coach to have go. Best so far, 36 bowls out of 48 consistently within a metre of the Jack.
Having seen a lot of our new Lead bowlers play recently I know you have a chance of beating this
record.
Several bowlers over the last months have sought out coaching of the Bowlers Arm and have now
commenced playing with their new toy. A few players have had stability, knee/back or hand
problems and this has given them a resurgence in their capability to continue to stay on the green
playing bowls.
Remember: Delivery, Delivery, Delivery. A little mistake at the Mat end is a big mistake at the other
end.

Rod Curtis
You’re Coaching Co-Ordinator

Men’s Games Directors Report
The Men’s ‘A’ Singles competition has been battled out and congratulations to the Winner, Brett
Sellars and Runner up Gordon Pitts. This was a game certainly worthy of a Men’s Final.
Congratulations to all participants, including a host of new bowlers who gained good experience
playing their first Singles game. Thank you to the spectators, you witnessed a great game.

Merv Miles
Games Director

Getting to know your Bongaree Bowls Club’s
Champion
Brett Sellars ‘Aka, Pegleg” joined the Bongaree Bowls Club
family back in 2009. For many years Brett enjoyed playing
social bowls whilst along the way learning the game, skills, and
etiquette from the many talented experienced bowlers within the
club.
It wasn’t until many years later, Brett decided he wanted to take
his bowls to the next level discovering Sporting Wheelies Multi
Disability Lawn Bowls. From that point on Brett set himself a
goal to represent Bongaree, Queensland and don the Green and
Gold for Australia.
Brett has since represented Bongaree in the QLD State Championships numerous times winning
silver and bronze medals. His success then catapulted him to National levels playing in QLD for
QLD, SA, WA and NSW, also bringing home silver and bronze medals.
Not surprisingly Brett was selected to play for Australia in the first ever Asian Bowls Championship
for the Disabled to be held in South Korea. Unfortunately, this event was cancelled due to political
unrest with North Korea.
In 2020 Brett was once again selected to play for Australia, heading this time to New Zealand for the
World Championships. Yet again this event was cancelled due to the outbreak of COVID-19.
Don’t worry Brett, third time lucky.
Brett says the highlight of his bowling career to date, was being in the 2019 Div 5 Bongaree Men’s
Pennant team and bringing home the Pennant.
Brett set himself two goals for 2020, winning the men’s A Singles and a Gold Medal at Chermside in
October in the State Multi Disability Bowls Championships.
One down, one to go.
Thank you, Brett and (Lisa, who provided the story) for sharing your achievements with us. On
behalf of the Bongaree Bowls club Brett, Congratulations, you are an inspiration to us all.
Good luck in October and the years to come and keep bringing home those
Medals.

Treasurers Report- Marilyn Weston
Again, I would like to thank Busy Fingers
Fundraising for their support to Bongaree
Bowls Club.
Busy Fingers supplied the funds to allow the club to
purchase a Membership Badge printer. This will
certainly make the process of producing club
member’s badges much easier than the
time-consuming way we were doing them previously.

Sample Only

With the great support of Busy Fingers, our club can move forward with modern equipment.

Club members, please show your support by donating any unwanted goods to Busy Fingers.
_________________________________________________________________________________

MEMBERSHIP FEES FOR 2021
GOOD NEWS
Due to the COVID-19 situation where bowls clubs were closed for several
months, Bowls Queensland and Bowls Australia decided that a percentage
of affiliation fees payable by clubs would be refunded to the clubs.
The club will receive a rebate for the amount that we pay to BQ and BA
next year. The Board of Management decided to pass this onto our
members as a reduction in club fees for 2021.
This is good news for our club members.
Therefore, if you paid your membership fees before the 15th December 2019
your fees payable this year will be $70.00. However, you must remember that on the 30th September
2021 fees will revert to the fee set by the Board of Management in June 2021. The fee for 2022 will
be $95 or slightly more depending on BQ, BA and MBDBA charges.

There are many members who help at the club and are always
ready to assist when asked. I generally don’t like to mention
names but for this month I would like to thank Errol Fender
for his assistance in doing so many small jobs around the club.
Recently he refurbished trolleys for mats and jacks and an
Umpire’s Trolley making it easier to carry the umpire’s kit
which is getting too heavy for the umpires to carry. He has
renovated a master scoreboard which is used for GR8 and
pennant competitions. He sourced new spray bottles and
brushes for the scoreboards when
requested. He is a great
sign writer when new signage is needed.
He is a Champion “Mister Fix It Man”.
_________________________________________________________________________________

OCTOBER is Bowls Queensland’s COME & TRY MONTH
BONGAREE BOWLS CLUB is holding a
“Come & Try” day
SUNDAY 11th OCTOBER
between 2 & 4 pm
RSVP 0408 788 041
If you have friends or neighbours who would like
to give lawn bowls a try, this is the perfect
opportunity to invite them along. They may just
enjoy the game as much as we do.

Changes to Queensland’s Smoke Alarm Legislation
New smoke alarm legislation will make Queensland households the safest in Australia in relation to
fire safety.
The new legislation specifies that all Queensland dwellings will be required to have interconnected
photoelectric smoke alarms in all bedrooms, in hallways that connect bedrooms with the rest of the
dwelling and on every level.
A 10-year phased rollout of interconnected photoelectric smoke alarms in Queensland will happen
over three specific periods starting from 1 January 2017.
What does this mean for your home?
To comply with legislation, interconnected photoelectric smoke alarms are required:
 From 1 January 2017: In all dwellings and substantially renovated dwellings.
 From 1 January 2022: In all domestic dwellings leased and sold.
 From 1 January 2027: In all other domestic dwellings

Bongaree Boutique
Our very own little OP Shop!
We have second hand Donated
uniforms in different sizes for sale
at the Club. Please contact Maureen
Ferguson on Tuesday & Friday,
Sandi Hodges on Wednesday.

We thank our Sponsors for the remainder of the year

First Ave Tyre and Mechanical

2nd. 16th. 23rd and 30th September
7th and 14th October.

Island Curtains n Verticals
Len Pennery
Remax/ Advance Bribie island
Files Stibbe Lawyers and
Simone Wilson MP Pumicestone

Brekky Bowls 6th September
Wednesday 9th September
Ladies event on 19th September.

Averyl and Graham Symdonds Simply Good
All Terrain Caravan and RV repairs
Andy Anderson Men Club Patron
Dean Sluce Bribie Chiropractic
Irelands Flooring Solutions

Brekky Bowls 4th October
Wednesday 21st October
Wednesday 28th October
Brekky Bowls 1st November
Melbourne Cup 3rd November

Traditional Funerals Six A Side Challenge

7th, 14th, & 21st November

Back to Bowls

